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RIDGE PARK COLLEGE

MISSION STATEMENT

Ridge Park College in partnership with parents and the
community challenges our learners to think creatively,
develop entrepreneurial skills; taking responsibility for
their education and moral development, to continually
strive for excellence and to contribute positively to their
diverse and changing world.

VISION STATEMENT

To be an internationally recognised leading girls’ high
school that empowers future leaders to make a
significant contribution to society.



CORE VALUES

® Ridge Park College provides quality education
based on established values and the needs of
our changing society.

® The individual potential of our learners are
realised.

® We develop leaders and achievers of tomorrow.

® Creative, critical thinking, strong moral and
ethical character, self-discipline and
confidence is inculcated in our learners.

® The focus is on developing life-skills such as
emotional intelligence and entrepreneurial skills.

® All staff have high expectations of both learners
and themselves.

® \We promote tolerance, understanding and respect
for the rights of all.

® \We have motivated, dedicated, qualified and
professional staff.



PROSPECTUS

This Prospectus is intended to provide you with information about our school: its academic
programme, uniform requirements, facilities, extra-curricular activities, school fee structure and the

internal discipline policy.

Please read this Prospectus thoroughly and ensure that your daughter is familiar

with it before she reports to school.

Ridge Park College learners are expected to strive for excellence in all spheres of school life, and to
be the best that they can be at all times.

Ridge Park College was established on 1 January 1991, with 550 learners in Grades eight to twelve.
Our building includes a hall, classrooms, Life Sciences and Physical Sciences Laboratories,
Computer Laboratories, Hospitality Studies and Consumer Studies Rooms, Art Rooms, a Team -
Teaching Room, a very well-equipped Media Centre and a separate Music Suite with sound-proofed

practice rooms.

The grounds incorporate two hockey fields, one of which doubles as an athletics track, a large fibre-

glassed swimming pool, Tennis, Netball and Volleyball courts.

A well-supervised and popular Tuck Shop is privately operated.

Ridge Park College has established itself as a happy school with staff and learners who care for and

about each other and those less fortunate than themselves.



ADMISSION POLICY

Ridge Park College has always been proud to provide access to a quality education for all pupils on
merit. We would love to accept all learners who apply to our school but this is not practically possible.

The Admission Policy of Ridge Park College is determined by the Governing Body in terms of Section
5(5) of the South African Schools' Act, 1996 (no.84 of 1996) and is consistent with the Government
Gazette Notice 2432 of 1998 with regard to the Admission Policy for Ordinary Public Schools.

Ridge Park College caters firstly for learners for whom Ridge Park College is the nearest Public
School. More applications are received than the School can accommodate and therefore our
application closing dates have to be strictly adhered to.

Application Forms can be obtained from the Admissions Secretary after our general Open Day held
annually in March.

Learners, for whom Ridge Park College is not the closest Public School, must make timeous
application to their closest Public School as there are limited places at Ridge Park College for these
learners.

The official language of learning and teaching is English.

THE ACADEMIC PROGRAMME
The GET (Grade 8 and Grade 9), also referred to as the Senior Phase of the General Education
and Training Band, is both formative and exploratory. The CAPS syllabus is followed in this phase.

Grades 8 and 9

Learners study the following examination subjects;

Language - English Home Language
Afrikaans 1t Additional Language / or
Isizulu 15t Additional Language

Technology - Digital Technology

Life Orientation - Guidance
Physical Education

Creative Arts, Economic and Management Sciences, Technology, Human and Social Sciences,
Natural Sciences and Mathematics.



Grades 10, 11 and 12

Differentiated education is introduced in Grade 10, and learners choose a subject package based
on their interests, needs and aptitudes. In the third term of the Grade 9 year, learners, with the
consent of their parents, select a subject package which is followed until the final Grade 12
examinations are written. Learners are assisted with the selection of subject packages by the
School Counsellor and Grade controller; career options are discussed during the Guidance lessons.

In keeping with the CAPS curriculum, all subject packages include English, Afrikaans or isiZulu,
Mathematics or Mathematical Literacy and Life Orientation which are compulsory and three other
subjects which the school offers.

Subjects offered are dictated by the number of learners choosing them and the availability of a
subject specialist, your daughter’s grade 9 June exam results and the availability of teaching staff.
The following subjects are offered in

Grade 10 - 12:

Music, Dramatic Arts, Visual Arts, Accounting, Business Studies, Economics, Geography, History,

Physical Sciences, Life Sciences, CAT (Computer Applications Technology), Consumer Studies,
Hospitality Studies and Tourism.

ASSESSMENT POLICY

Promotion is based on continuous assessment. The results of ALL tests, examinations,
assignments, etc. are used to compute a year mark which is used for promotion.

If a learner is absent for an examination or assessment, a doctor’s certificate must be
produced in order for the learner to be assessed.

Parents will receive computer generated reports for each term of the academic year. Reports issued
in the first and third term will not contain as much information as in the other two terms. Detailed
reports are issued at mid-year and end of year. Back up papers will be written for all learners who
are absent for any assessment, test or exam.

FEEDBACK ON PROGRESS

Parents are encouraged to keep abreast of their child’s results. This includes all assessments and
includes due dates for projects and assignments.

Parent Meetings are held in Term 2 and Term 3. Parents must ensure that they attend these
meetings in order to discuss and check on their daughter’s progress. Parents are also encouraged
to make contact with the Academic Heads during the course of the year, should they have concerns
about their daughter’s academic performance.



HOMEWORK POLICY

Each learner must have a Ridge Park College Homework Diary in which she is to record the
homework set each day. Please do not accept the excuse that no homework has been set.
Revision, consolidation and preparation should take place every night. Parents need to sign the
home diaries on a daily basis.

COUNSELLING DEPARTMENT

The Counselling Department assists pupils with selection of subject courses and careers, as well
as dealing with problems of personal adjustment.

EXTRA/CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Learners are encouraged to participate in a minimum of 1 extra-curricular activity to create and
maintain a balance in their school lives.

Extra-curricular activities at our school, at present, include:

Swimming, Hockey, Netball, Volleyball, Athletics, Cross Country, Softball, Soccer, Zumba and
Karate

Most of these sporting activities are offered at a competitive level.

Other activities offered at our school include:

Chess, Debating, School Dramatic and Musical Productions, Zulu Culture Club, many Public
Speaking Contests, Subject conferences, Teenagers Against Drug Abuse (TADA), Reach for Life
(Christian Club), Hindu Students Society, Choir, Muslim Students Association, Drama Festival,

Market Day, Litter & Environmental Club, Functions Club, Poetry Club, Durban Youth Council,
Interact, Meditation Classes.

SCHOOL FEE STRUCTURE

Each year the school fee structure is reviewed by the Governing Body. You will be informed of the
fee structure for the forthcoming year once the Governing Body has taken the decision and it has
been ratified at the Annual Budget Meeting.

As this is a fee paying school, your school fees are due and payable on the first day of the school
year.

Credit Card and Debit Card facilities are available for school fee payment.
Text books are loaned to the learners, once the book deposit has been paid in full. They must be

covered and returned in good condition at the end of the year or learners will have to re - imburse
them. Stationery is provided by the parents. Stationery lists are available for each grade.



RPC School Diary - COMPULSORY (Available at school) No other diary must be used

e If a book is lost or damaged, cost (including outstanding fines) will be deducted from the
Book Deposit Fee. This includes books borrowed from the Media Centre.

NEW LEARNERS

All new learners pay a Deposit. The Deposit is on the following year’s fees and will be required from
parents on the day of acceptance.

SCHOOL HOURS:

07:35 until 14:30 (Monday - Friday)
*Subject to change

ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL:

Parents are required to phone the school before 07:30 if their daughter will be away from school on
that day. On the day the learner returns to school she must return with an absentee note signed
by one parent (Fill in note in school diary) or a medical certificate. A medical Certificate is
compulsory if a learner has missed an assessment and/or if she has been absent for 3 or more
consecutive days. The absence of a Medical Certificate for an assessment will result in the learner
obtaining a “0”.

Learners should not attend school if they are ill, but should not miss school unnecessarily. The
onus is on the learner to catch up with work missed. It should not be necessary for any learner to
request to go to the Sick Room as soon as she arrives at school, or in the first lesson. The use of
the sick room is left to the discretion of the educator. A Medical Clearance Certificate is essential if
the learner’s absence has been the result of an infectious disease, e.g. pink eye, chicken pox,
measles, etc.

An SMS is sent to parents to notify them of their child’s absence.

It is the responsibility of the parent to inform the school of any changes in contact numbers.
Contact Numbers must be of the Parent and not the learner. It is imperative that the school has
the correct contact details in case of an emergency. The school will not be liable if a learner takes
il and a parent cannot be contacted.

MEDICATION

Learners must produce a doctor’s note/prescription when carrying medication. The medication must
be left with the school nurse. Learners who carry medication to school and don’t have a note from
the doctor/prescription will have their medication confiscated.



A Medical Certificate is required if:

1. Your daughter does not attend school on the day on which an examination, assessments or
a test is written, or if a language oral, or a practical examination is being conducted.

2. Your daughter is unable to participate in P.E.

3. Your daughter is absent for more than 3 consecutive school days.

Please ensure that dental and doctor’s appointments are made during the school holidays or after
school hours.

Learners on chronic medication need to inform their home-room educators and the school nurse.

Requests to leave school early should be limited to emergencies only and such requests should be
made in writing. Letters are to be submitted to the Principal before morning registration. Learners
will be given exeat slips when they leave the School premises, which are to be signed by parents
and returned to the Principal/Secretary on the day that the learner returns to school.

Please do not request that long weekends are taken early and request permission for school
holidays to be extended. Permission for these requests cannot be granted.

Learner’s or driver’s license appointments must be made during the holidays, - as time-off
from school will not be granted.

DETENTION POLICY
At Ridge Park College we work on a Debit/Merit system.

Once a learner acquires 3 debits, the learner will have to serve a 2 hour detention on a Friday. (i.e.
13h30 to 15h30) The Grade Controller will inform the learner and parent of the date and venue for
the detention prior to the date.

Academic

A learner can be in kept for Academic detention at the discretion of the subject educator. Parents
will be notified of this by a letter from the subject educator.

Discipline Detention

Discipline Detention will be every Friday — 13:30 to 15:30

In the interest of the culture of teaching and learning, learners must attend school punctually and
regularly. Parents and Learners must accept that distance travelled to and from school is not an
acceptable excuse for late arrival at school.



Late- Coming Detention

Learners will be required to serve half an hour detention (14h45 to 15h15), on the days that they
arrive late to school. Should a learner not attend late — coming detention she would have to serve
Discipline Detention on Friday from 13h30 to 15h30. Late coming detention takes precedence over
any extra-curricular activity. No excuses will be accepted.

The prefects have the right to give a learner “Prefect Detention” on a Thursday from 14h40 to
15h40, if the learner has breached the Code of Conduct. Here again, the learner and parent will
receive notification of the details of the detention prior to the date in question.

TONE OF THE SCHOOL

Each learner of Ridge Park College is an ambassadress for her school. Each learner, by her
appearance, behaviour and attitude represents the image of the school. Any learner who brings
disrespect to the school by her inappropriate behaviour will be disciplined according to the Code of
Conduct. This includes posting inappropriate information on any social network site.

PERSONAL APPEARANCE

Our school uniform plays an important role in the development of our school tradition, tone and
reputation.

Our girls are therefore expected to respect their uniform as it displays the ethos of the school.

UNIFORM

e Compulsory for all learners as well as all new learners.

e Ridge Park raincoats are compulsory for Grade 8 and Grade 9 learners and can be worn
when required

e Loose turquoise dress with Ridge Park College monogram on pocket. Length of dress: four
fingers above the knee. Tailored turquoise pants may be worn by Muslim learners only and
should be consistently worn i.e. worn every day. A plain black scarf with no printing
embossed patterns or beads, sequins, tassels or coloured trim is allowed.

e A black and turquoise striped blazer with monogram. Black shoes and white socks.

¢ No gloves, ear muffs or blankets allowed in winter and on cold
days.

e Black button down school jersey with turquoise stripes on cuffs.

e Jerseys can only be worn with blazer in terms 2&3. Jerseys worn without blazers will be
confiscated.

e Jerseys are not to be worn with summer uniform.

e Grade 12 learners are allowed to wear the RPC pullovers with their blazers throughout the
year.
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Blazers must be worn at all school assemblies, school functions and when the learner is out
in public. Blazer is not to be carried on the arm or shoulder or tied around the waist on the
school campus and must be worn before exiting the school gate.

Tracksuits can be worn during Term 2 and 3.

Black opaque stockings are to be worn only on cold days in terms 2 & 3. No fancy or sheer
stockings are allowed. School socks must be carried to replace damaged stockings.
School tracksuits can only be worn for sport and excursions, where permitted and learners
must change back into full school uniform before leaving the school premises.

Tracksuit jackets cannot be worn on its own or under the blazer.

EXTRA LESSONS UNIFORM

e Strictly white school T-shirt and jeans/blazer or full school uniform. No ripped
jeans, jackets or jerseys allowed.
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The School Code of Conduct lays out the uniform requirements in greater detail. Please
examine these requirements carefully and abide by them.

School uniforms are available from the School Shop.

ID Badge To be worn at all times, in and out of school.

Hospitality/ Full chef’s uniform - learners are to carry the chef’s uniform to school and
Consumer change before their lesson and change back to their regular school uniform
Studies after the lesson.

Drama Learners are to carry their leotards & black tights with a skirt or Black

Tracksuit pants and school T Shirt for Practicals. They need to change from
their school uniform for their lesson and then back to their regular school
uniform after the lesson.

Sports Learners are to be appropriately dressed as per the sports code. In the main,
the school PE kit must be worn, unless otherwise stipulated. No fancy shorts /
track-pants and t — shirts will be allowed.

N.B. Learners are to leave the school grounds dressed in full school uniform after any extra
or co-curricular activity.

SCHOOL BAGS

Regulation school bags with school badge and black kit bags (no charms/markings /correction fluids
are allowed) are obtainable from the School. Coloured bags or bags with commercial or colourful
logos are not permitted. The school sling bag can only be used during examinations.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND (SPORTS) CODES

1. Where garments or towels are loaned to learners, the learner will be held responsible for the
condition and safe return of the numbered garment for which she has signed. Should she
loan it to anyone else or lose it, she will be required to pay for a replacement.

2. In all instances where the black wrap-around skirt is worn, girls should, in the interests of
modesty, wear full-sized, black panties or black cycling pants - no bikinis, tangas or G-strings
are allowed.

3. In cases where learners use the Physical Education T-Shirt for PE, practice and matches, it

is recommended that the learner has at least two Physical Education T- shirts to ensure that
one is always clean and available.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Physical Education is a compulsory component of Life Orientation and is assessed. The
mark contributes to the final mark of each Term.

All learners should be properly attired for each lesson. Learners who default on the PE
Uniform will receive debits. Learners are only allowed to use the school T/Shirt and black
shorts/track pants.

Failure to comply with the requirements will result in no assessment for that lesson.
Learners are awarded a patrticipation mark - non-participation will result in negative
marking [-3 marks]

Exceptions:

a) Medical Condition e.g. Influenza — Doctor’s Note required.

b) Chronic Condition e.g. Epilepsy, Asthma — Medical Specialist Note required

Menstruation (Swimming only) Letter from parent - signed with a contact no. (P.E. Kit must
be carried). The learner will engage in other activities while her classmates swim.

PE KIT

Black shorts

PE T-Shirt (On sale at School) — Learner should have 2.

Plain Black swimming Costume (3 options to choose from, available from the uniform shop)
Swimming Cap

SPORT KIT FOR:

oOuhwWNE

Athletics
Cross Country
Netball

Tennis
Volleyball
Zumba

PE T-Shirts

Black Boxer Shorts
White Anklet Socks
Takkies

School Tracksuit
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SPORT KIT FOR:

1. Hockey
2. Softball
3. Soccer

PE T-shirt

Black Shorts
Long socks

Shin Pads

Togs

School Tracksuit

SPORT KIT FOR:

Swimming

School Swim suit

Swimming cap

School Towel

School Track suit

All these items are essential from the 15t day of school and for the duration of the year.

School Tracksuits to be worn only for sport events.

Mr A. Ebrahim Mr. S.S. Zondi
ACTING PRINCIPAL SGB CHAIRPERSON



